Sheryl E. Crowley

April 8, 2020

Sheryl E. Crowley (née Exley) passed away peacefully at home on April 8th in
her 80th year. Sheryl is survived by her devoted daughter, Merritt A. Crowley;
her beloved grandson, Zachary Robert Crowley-Barros; her loving brother
Kevin Exley and his wife, Carol; her dearest cousins Ted Mason and Judy
(Mason) McMaster, and her cherished friends, who were also a part of her
family, Richard Vangermeersch, Sonja Murray, Carol Ferreira, Maureen
Garvey, and Cathy Tupper. She was predeceased by her husband, Robert A.
Crowley.

Born in Providence in 1940 she was the daughter of the late George A. and
Estelle A. (née Whiteley) Exley. She was a very proud graduate of Bryant
College, Class of 1960, and received her masters from Providence College in
1974. She began teaching at the age of only 19 in the business department at
Ponaganset High School in the Foster-Glocester school district, and continued
her career there for the next 38 years, both as a teacher and a guidance
counselor. Sheryl passionately believed in the value of an education and that
there were always solutions to success through learning— all types of
learning — college, vocational, trades, as well as life experiences. She
positively impacted and changed countless lives, and got to know multiple
generations of families throughout her tenure. Everywhere she went after she
retired in 1998 she met former students who she remembered fondly (and in
detail) - and they her. She took tremendous pride and true joy in all her “kids”.



In addition to her successful and satisfying work at Ponaganset, she
volunteered as a member the Distinguished Alumni Award Committee; was
recognized by the National Education Association as an Outstanding
Guidance Counselor; and was also recognized by the Rhode Island
Association of Admissions Officers for her dedicated commitment and
distinguished service to the Rl College Fair.

Those fortunate enough to have known Sheryl knew her to be sincere, witty,
intelligent, no-nonsense, generous, capable, and caring. She was a woman
who got things done, a thinker who loved to talk and tell stories. She believed
in family and loved hers fiercely and proudly. She lived a genuine life of
service, helping others whenever and however she could in myriad ways. She
was deeply, deeply loved and will be profoundly missed. A memorial service
and celebration of her life will be held at a later date due to the need for
physical distancing in these unprecedented times.

In lieu of flowers, donations in her memory to either Bryant University 1150
Douglas Pike, Smithfield, RI 02917 or the Ponagansett Education Foundation,
91 Anan Wade Road, North Scituate, RI 02857 would be sincerely
appreciated.
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Loved bumping into her after shopping at the village IGA! We would
stand in the parking lot and remember funny incidents that
happened at Ponaganset. She was always a friendly, optimistic
person and will be missed by her friends and the entire Foster-
Glocester community.

Maggie Fennessey - April 14, 2020 at 09:59 AM

When Sonja, Lois, Sheryl, and | had our monthly lunches, Sheryl
would love to tell us stories about Zacharyand his friends who would
stay at the little cabin near her. She spoke of those times with such
fondness and caring. It was a joy for her to be with them. Her
grandson was her pride and joy. Sheryl knew how to tell a story.

Maureen Garvey

maureen garvey - April 13, 2020 at 06:14 PM



Although | am sad about Sheryl’s news, the thoughts of her bring
back happy images and memories of her. | can still picture her
bustling around PHS, “collecting” students during college
applications to garner info to write on their counselor
recommendations. Sheryl was my mentor when | was getting my
Masters in Counseling, and we spent many hours in her office
gabbing about issues, procedures, challenges, and just the right
thing to do as a counselor. She was always well intentioned and
kind-hearted......yet didn’t mince words and got directly to the point.
| was privileged to work closely with her, learned a great deal, and
had a lot of shared laughs with her. Her memory will live on for the
contributions she made, while exuding an unforgettable, positive
personality. My thoughts and prayers go out to her family. With love,
Cheri Yanku xoxo

Cheri Yanku - April 13, 2020 at 06:02 PM



